Pope Francis

March 13

Who is Pope Francis?

On March 13, we celebrate the feast day for Pope Francis Catholic Elementary School in Kleinberg.

Pope Francis, born Jorge Mario Bergoglio, has undeniably left an indelible mark on the Catholic
Church and the global community through his remarkable contributions. Elected as the 266th Pope
in 2013, he quickly became known for his humility, compassion and dedication to social justice.
Francis has worked tirelessly to make the Church more inclusive and attuned to the needs of the
less fortunate. His emphasis on mercy over judgment has resonated with believers and
non-believers alike, fostering a more compassionate image of the Catholic Church.

One of Pope Francis' standout contributions has been his advocacy for environmental stewardship.
Through his encyclical "Laudato Si™ released in 2015, he addressed the urgent need for collective
action to combat climate change, linking environmental issues with social justice concerns. This
landmark document not only made a significant impact within the Catholic community but also
garnered widespread attention, influencing global conversations about the environment and
humanity's responsibility to care for our planet.

In addition to his environmental advocacy, Pope Francis has been a champion of peace and
reconciliation. Pope Francis' 2022 historic trip to Canada for truth and reconciliation marks a
significant step towards acknowledging and addressing the painful legacy of Indigenous residential
schools. During his visit, the Pope engaged in a dialogue with Indigenous leaders, survivours and
communities, offering apologies and expressing remorse for the Church's role in the traumatic
experiences endured by Indigenous children in these schools. The trip emphasized Pope Francis'
commitment to healing, justice and building bridges with Indigenous peoples, fostering a spirit of
unity and understanding. It was a poignant moment in the pursuit of truth and reconciliation,
signaling the Catholic Church's acknowledgment of its historical involvement and a collective
commitment to a path of healing and collaboration with Indigenous communities in Canada.

His efforts to promote interfaith dialogue and bridge gaps between different religious communities
have earned him respect on the international stage. By addressing issues such as the refugee
crisis and advocating for diplomacy over conflict, Pope Francis has become a symbol of
compassion and understanding. His papacy has, without a doubt, contributed to a more open and
progressive image of the Catholic Church, making him a revered figure globally.

More information: Click Here!

Pope Francis CES website St. Padre Pio Parish website



https://pfs.ycdsb.ca/
https://stpadrepio.archtoronto.org/

More information: Click Here!

“A little bit of mercy makes the

“God never gives someone a gift they are “A little bit of mercy makes
world less cold and more just.” not capable of receiving. If he gives us the the world less cold and
-Pope Francis | gift of Christmas, it is because we all have
the ability to understand and receive it..”

more just.”

-Pope Francis
-Pope Francis

Prayer

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit;

Heavenly Father,

We lift up in prayer Pope Francis, the spiritual leader of the Catholic Church, a shepherd
guiding the faithful with humility and compassion. Bless him with wisdom, strength and
grace as he continues to inspire love and understanding among believers and
non-believers alike. May Your divine guidance be his light in navigating the challenges of
our world, and may his efforts for peace and justice bear fruit.

We also bring before You the school community named after Pope Francis. May this
community be a beacon of love, learning and service, mirroring the values exemplified by
the Holy Father. Bless the students with a thirst for knowledge and a spirit of kindness,
the teachers with patience and inspiration, and the administrators with wisdom and
vision. May the school be a place where minds are shaped, hearts are molded and lives

are enriched.

Together, we pray for a harmonious blend of faith and education in the spirit of Pope
Francis. May his teachings resonate within the school's halls, fostering an atmosphere of
inclusivity, compassion and respect. Let the legacy of Pope Francis guide this community

to be a force for good, creating a positive impact on the lives of all who pass through its
doors.

In Your name, we offer this prayer, trusting in Your boundless mercy and grace.

Amen.
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“The world tells us to
seek success, power
and money; God tells
us to seek humility,
service and love.”
— Pope Francis




